[Particularities of visceral leishmaniasis in adults not infected by HIV in Tunisia].
The incidence of adult visceral leishmaniasis in Tunisia has increased in recent years. As a result the epidemiological profile of the disease in our country is now closer to those observed in other Mediterranean countries. Most of the increase involves adults not infected by human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) although 56% of patients presented concurrent disease. In comparison with pediatric visceral leishmaniasis, adult disease is characterized by inconsistence occurrence of some major symptoms such as fever and spleen enlargement. For this reason the clinical disease syndrome may be incomplete and diagnosis may be difficult. Laboratory tests are essential for definitive diagnosis. Although no test is specific, some findings are highly useful, e.g, elevated g-globulins which was observed in 94% of patients in our series. Standard serology is less sensitive in adults with 18% of false negatives in our series probably as a result of immunodeficiency in some patients.